Multifocal epithelioid hemangioendothelioma: case report of a clinical chamaeleon.
Epithelioid hemangioendothelioma is an extremely rare vascular bone tumor with a slow growth and poor prognosis. The term was designed to describe neoplasms that had an appearance in between hemangiomas and sarcomas. Various synonyms for epithelioid hemangioendothelioma are used clinically: low grade anaplastic angiosarcoma, cellular hemangioma, histiocytoid hemangioma and angioendothelioma. However, it represents 1% of all vascular neoplasms and is locally aggressive. We report the course of disease of a 47-year-old man who presented to our clinic with unspecific abdominal and back pain. Radiological findings revealed multiple lesions in the spine as well as liver and spleen involvement. Tumor histology of the bone and liver biopsies confirmed the diagnosis of epithelioid hemangioendothelioma. Although treatment was initiated with thalidomide, the patient developed multiple organ dysfunction syndrome (MODS) and succumbed to his disease. This case report may contribute to the data on clinical findings and natural history of this rare tumor.